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Family Structure and Poverty 
Historical  Perspective:  Household  structure  in  the 
United  States  has  changed  dramatically  since  1980.  
The  change  is  even  more  dramatic  in  Miami‐Dade 
County.    The  number  of married  couple  families  has 
dropped steadily as single‐parent headed families have 
increased.  The most dramatic increase can be seen in 
the  group  of  single‐parent  female  headed  families.  
These changes have far‐reaching policy implications as 
decision makers  address  social  and  economic  issues 
affecting citizens of the County.   

When  looking  at  the  last  three  decennial  census 
reports,  these changes  jump out.   Figure 1 shows  the 
number of families as a percentage of total households 
for  the  U.S.,  Florida,  and  Miami‐Dade.    Here  the 
County  diverges  dramatically  from  the  larger  regions 
as  the  traditional  family structure has actually grown, 
albeit slightly, while the proportion of families for the 
U.S.  and  Florida  has  declined.    The  U.S.  and  Florida 
dropped  from  74%  to  68%  and  72%  to  66% 
respectively, while in Miami‐Dade the proportion grew 
from  69%  to  71%.   When  looking  inside  the  family 
data, however, the number of married‐couple families 
dropped  at  all  three  levels  of  aggregation  (Figure  2).  
The  data  shows  that  Miami‐Dade  has  consistently 
lagged the State and Nation in the percent of married‐
couple  families, but, by  the 2000 Census,  the number 
of married‐couple  families accounted  for only 48% of 
all  households.    At  the  same  time,  the  number  of 
female‐headed  households  grew  dramatically  (Figure 
3) from 73,082 families  in 1980 to 133,671 families  in 
2000, an  increase of 83% over a 20 year period.   That 
represents 25% of all  families.   The number of male-
headed  households more  than  doubled  from  19,208 
families in 1980 to 43,924 families in 2000, an increase 
of 129%.  However, male‐headed households still only 
account for less than 6% of total households.  Married‐
couple families grew from 330,472 families  in 1980 to 
370,898 in 2000, a 12% increase. 
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Current  Glance:  According  to  U.S.  Census  Bureau 

American Consumer Survey data from 2007, there is a 

wide  variation  in  family  types  between  races  and 

ethnic groups in Miami‐Dade County.  While married-
couple  families were  the  largest  type  for White‐Non 

Hispanic, Black and Hispanic households as shown  in 

Figure 4, married‐couple  families accounted  for only 

43%  of  Black  families  while  the  number  for  White 

families  was  79%,  and  70%  for  Hispanic  families.  

Slightly  more  Black  families,  46%,  were  female‐

headed households compared to 15% for Whites and 

a still sizable 22% for Hispanic families.   

When looking at the types of families in which children lived in 2007, Figure 5 illustrates that over one third of all 

families with  children,  38%,  are  single‐parent  families, with most  of  those  in  female‐headed  families.    Female‐

headed families accounted for 31% while the balance, 

62% were in married couple families.   

Next, Figure 6 then looks at the family structure from 

the  perspective  of  children  in  Miami‐Dade  County.  

The most dramatic disparity is observed among Black 

children.    While  Blacks  make  up  about  21%  of  all 

families  with  children,  they  are  greatly 

underrepresented  among  children  living  in married‐

couple  families  at 13%,  and  greatly overrepresented 

in  female  headed  families  at  36%.    Among  children 

living  in  male‐headed  families,  Black  children 

represent  25%.    Looking  at  Hispanic  children  who 

account for 66% of all children, they represent 66% of 

male-headed  families  and  are  underrepresented 

among  children  living  in  female  headed  families  at 

55%.     Hispanic children account  for 72% of children 

living  in  married‐couple  families  in  Miami‐Dade.  

White children, who make up  just 13% of children  in 

the County, account  for 15% of  the children  living  in 

married‐couple  families and are underrepresented  in 

both  single‐parent male‐headed  and  female  headed 

families at 9% each in those families’ types.   
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Current Glance at Poverty:  Census Data from 

2007 show that 12% of all families in Miami‐

Dade County were below the poverty level 

during the preceding 12 months.  However, 

once again the data show wide disparity 

among different family types.  Female‐headed 

families accounted for 25% of all families but 

made up half, 50% of families below poverty 

during 2006/2007.  Figure 7 illustrates how 

poverty varied among different family types 

according to race and ethnicity.  Among White 

Non‐Hispanic families, 52% living below 

poverty were married‐couple families and 39% 

were single‐parent female‐headed families.  

Among Black families, more than two thirds, 

69%, of the families living below poverty were female‐headed families while 25% were married‐couple families.  

Hispanic families living below poverty were more evenly divided between married couple families at 50% and 

female‐headed families at 42%.  For each of the racial groups and Hispanics, male headed families remain a small 

percentage of the total for families living in poverty as they are such a small percentage of the total number of 

families.  

In conclusion, it is abundantly clear that family structures have changed dramatically over time, and in a direction 

that has disturbing implications.  As the final set of figures show, family structure and the presence of children have 

a major  impact on  the  likelihood of poverty.   As shown  in Figure 8, among White Non‐Hispanic  families, 62% of 

married‐couple  families  below  the  poverty 

level had no children.   This compares  to 82% 

of male‐headed  families  with  children  living 

below the poverty  level while 79% of female‐

headed  households  living  below  the  poverty 

level  had  children.    Contrast  those  numbers 

with  Figure  9,  poverty  among  Black  families.  

As the figure illustrates, 71% of Black married‐

couple  families  living below  the poverty  level 

did  have  children.    Among  male‐headed 

families,  49%  living  below  the  poverty  level 

had  children,  and  among  female‐headed 

families  fully  82%  with  children  lived  below 

the poverty level.   
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Among Hispanic families, Figure 10 shows the 

disparities  are  no  less  dramatic.    Married‐

couple  families  without  any  children  were 

living below poverty at a rate of 50%.  Among 

male‐headed  families  over  two  thirds,  69% 

living below poverty did have  children, while 

among  female‐headed  families, 86% of  those 

families living below poverty had children.   
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Table 1:  Household Type by Different Regional Aggregation        
  United States Florida Miami-Dade County, Florida 

  1980 1990 2000 1980 1990 2000 1980 1990 2000 

Total Households    
80,467,427  

  
91,947,410 105,480,101 3,744,254 

  
5,134,869 6,337,929 609,830 

  
692,355 776,774 

1 person:   
  

22,580,420 27,230,075   
  

1,309,954 1,687,303   
  

172,164 180,980 

Male householder   
  

9,206,811 11,779,106   
  

518,400 714,797   
  

72,853 82,474 

Female householder   
  

13,373,609 15,450,969   
  

791,554 972,506   
  

99,311 98,506 

2 or more persons:   
  

69,366,990 78,250,026   
  

3,824,915 4,650,626   
  

520,191 595,794 

Family households: 
   

59,190,133  
  

64,517,947 71,787,347 2,690,122 
  

3,511,825 4,210,760 422,762 
  

481,263 548,493 

Married-couple family: 
   

48,990,299  
  

50,708,322 54,493,232 2,225,162 
  

2,791,734 3,192,266 330,472 
  

342,515 370,898 

With related children 
   

24,779,964  
  

24,551,621 24,835,505 875,886 
  

1,102,276 1,215,197 142,609 
  

164,219 175,547 

No related children 
   

24,210,335  
  

26,156,701 29,657,727 1,349,276 
  

1,689,458 1,977,069 187,863 
  

178,296 195,351 

Other family: 
   

10,199,834  
  

13,809,625 17,294,115 464,960 
  

720,091 1,018,494 92,290 
  

138,748 177,595 
Male householder, no    

wife present: 
   

1,994,555  
  

3,143,582 4,394,012 92,165 
  

171,535 259,494 19,208 
  

35,377 43,924 

With related children 
   

759,897  
  

1,588,739 2,190,989 36,349 
  

86,778 126,709 6,421 
  

17,177 16,889 

No related children 
   

1,234,658  
  

1,554,843 2,203,023 55,816 
  

84,757 132,785 12,787 
  

18,200 27,035 

Female householder, no 
husband present: 

   
8,205,279  

  
10,666,043 12,900,103 372,795 

  
548,556 759,000 73,082 

  
103,371 133,671 

With related children 
   

4,932,478  
  

6,962,752 7,561,874 216,638 
  

352,496 437,680 39,613 
  

64,848 70,316 

No related children 
   

3,272,801  
  

3,703,291 5,338,229 156,157 
  

196,060 321,320 33,469 
  

38,523 63,355 

Nonfamily households: 
   

21,277,294  
  

4,849,043 6,462,679 1,054,132 
  

313,090 439,866 187,068 
  

38,928 47,301 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Decennial Census 1980 – 2000. Prepared by the Miami‐Dade Dept of Planning and Zoning Research 
Section.   

Table 2:  Household Types as a Percentage of Total Households 
United States Florida Miami-Dade County 

Percent of Total 1980 1990 2000 1980 1990 2000 1980 1990 2000 

Total Households 100
% 

100
% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

100
% 100% 

1 person:   25% 26%   26% 27%   25% 23% 

Male householder   10% 11%   10% 11%   11% 11% 

Female householder   15% 15%   15% 15%   14% 13% 

2 or more persons:   75% 74%   74% 73%   75% 77% 

Family households: 74% 70% 68% 72% 68% 66% 69% 70% 71% 

Married-couple family: 61% 55% 52% 59% 54% 50% 54% 49% 48% 

With related children 31% 27% 24% 23% 21% 19% 23% 24% 23% 

No related children 30% 28% 28% 36% 33% 31% 31% 26% 25% 

Other family: 13% 15% 16% 12% 14% 16% 15% 20% 23% 

Male householder no wife present: 2% 3% 4% 2% 3% 4% 3% 5% 6% 

With related children 1% 2% 2% 1% 2% 2% 1% 2% 2% 

No related children 2% 2% 2% 1% 2% 2% 2% 3% 3% 

Female householder no husband present: 10% 12% 12% 10% 11% 12% 12% 15% 17% 

With related children 6% 8% 7% 6% 7% 7% 6% 9% 9% 

No related children 4% 4% 5% 4% 4% 5% 5% 6% 8% 

Nonfamily households: 26% 5% 6% 28% 6% 7% 31% 6% 6% 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Decennial Census 1980 – 2000. Prepared by the Miami‐Dade Dept of Planning and Zoning Research Section.   
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Table 3:  Racial and Ethnic Breakdown of Families by Type and by Poverty Status 

  Black White Non-
Hispanic Hispanic 

Total: 101,590 92,959 379,600 
Income in the past 12 months below poverty level: 19,801 3,839 45,374 

Married-couple family: 4,939 1,983 22,852 
With related children under 18 years: 3,507 753 11,521 

Under 5 years only 144 57 1,809 
Under 5 years and 5 to 17 years 797 344 3,478 
5 to 17 years only 2,566 352 6,234 

No related children under 18 years 1,432 1,230 11,331 
Other family: 14,862 1,856 22,522 

Male householder, no wife present: 1,259 346 3,380 
With related children under 18 years: 621 285 2,334 

Under 5 years only 89 0 541 
Under 5 years and 5 to 17 years 254 0 316 
5 to 17 years only 278 285 1,477 

No related children under 18 years 638 61 1,046 
Female householder, no husband present: 13,603 1,510 19,142 

With related children under 18 years: 11,185 1,192 16,377 
Under 5 years only 1,173 60 2,862 
Under 5 years and 5 to 17 years 3,349 280 3,327 
5 to 17 years only 6,663 852 10,188 

No related children under 18 years 2,418 318 2,765 
Income in the past 12 months at or above poverty level: 81,789 89,120 334,226 

Married-couple family: 39,130 71,306 242,746 
With related children under 18 years: 20,497 25,599 118,738 

Under 5 years only 2,355 5,380 21,772 
Under 5 years and 5 to 17 years 5,108 4,590 21,989 
5 to 17 years only 13,034 15,629 74,977 

No related children under 18 years 18,633 45,707 124,008 
Other family: 42,659 17,814 91,480 

Male householder, no wife present: 9,503 5,369 27,456 
With related children under 18 years: 4,589 1,491 11,160 

Under 5 years only 598 316 3,342 
Under 5 years and 5 to 17 years 891 130 519 
5 to 17 years only 3,100 1,045 7,299 

No related children under 18 years 4,914 3,878 16,296 
Female householder, no husband present: 33,156 12,445 64,024 

With related children under 18 years: 20,941 7,344 32,928 
Under 5 years only 3,555 291 3,800 
Under 5 years and 5 to 17 years 2,858 496 3,903 
5 to 17 years only 14,528 6,557 25,225 

No related children under 18 years 12,215 5,101 31,096 
  

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2007 American Community Survey. Prepared by the Miami-Dade Dept Of Planning and Zoning Research Section. 
 


